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History of WKU
O n March 21, 1906 the Kentucky General Assembly  approved legislation to establish two teacher  training institutions, or “normal schools,” in the 
state. A locating commission chose Bowling Green to be 
the site of one, and the Western Kentucky State Normal 
School was created.
The new state-supported school took over the building 
and student body of the privately owned Southern Normal 
School. The owner of the Southern Normal School, Henry 
Hardin Cherry, had been actively involved in the campaign 
to establish teacher training schools and became the first 
president. Classes began on January 22, 1907.
On February 4, 1911 the school moved to its present site 
on “the Hill,” approximately 125 feet above downtown 
Bowling Green and formerly the site of The Pleasant J. 
Potter College. Over the next decade, the curriculum 
focused on teacher training and certification. Students 
received practical experience at the Training School, and 
a model one-room Rural School was opened on campus 
in 1924. In 1922 the state renamed the institution Western 
Kentucky State Normal School and Teachers College and 
authorized it to grant four-year degrees.  The first such 
degrees were awarded in 1924.
The campus expanded in 1927, when it merged with Ogden 
College, a private young men’s school located on the east 
side of the Hill. The name was shortened to Western 
Kentucky State Teachers College in 1930, and the following 
year the master of arts degree was first offered. President 
Cherry died in 1937 and was succeeded by Dr. Paul Garrett.
As the College’s mission broadened, its name was 
shortened in 1948 to Western Kentucky State College. Dr. 
Garrett died in 1955, and Kelly Thompson became the third 
president. In the early 1960’s, Dr. John D. Minton became 
the first graduate dean.
Under Thompson, both the curriculum and the campus 
underwent major reorganization and expansion. In June 
1963, the college merged with the Bowling Green College 
of Commerce, formerly the Bowling Green Business 
University. Along with the Graduate School, the Bowling 
Green College of Commerce became a separate college 
within the administrative structure. In 1965, the Board 
of Regents approved the formation of three more 
colleges: the Potter College of Liberal Arts, the College 
of Education, and the Ogden College of Science and 
Technology.
On June 16, 1966, Western Kentucky State College became 
Western Kentucky University. The University’s colleges 
are now:
•  College of Education and Behavioral Sciences 
• Ogden College of Science and Engineering 
• Potter College of Arts & Letters 
• University College 
• College of Health and Human Services 
• Gordon Ford College of Business
Since  1969, Dero G. Downing, John D. Minton, Donald 
W. Zacharias, Kern Alexander and Thomas C. Meredith, 
and Gary A. Ransdell have served as WKU’s presidents. 
Our current president, Timothy C. Caboni, was elected 
on July 1, 2017. 
More than a century of growth has made WKU a 
respected center of learning where qualified students may 
receive general and specialized higher education at the 
undergraduate and graduate levels. Our undergraduate 
curriculum offers seven baccalaureate degrees through 
101 majors, in addition to nine associate degree programs 
and 37 certificate programs. The Graduate School at 
WKU offers graduate education in 104 degree and 
certificate programs. Today, the university proudly serves 
the educational needs of 20,267 students from Kentucky, 
46 other states and 89 foreign countries.
6 Two Thousand Eighteen Spring Commencement
Academic Traditions
History of Academic Attire
A time-honored tradition of great dignity, the  wearing  of academic attire is a survival of  the ecclesiastical  garb of the late Middle Ages. The academic gown, 
necessary for a scholar’s warmth in unheated stone 
colleges, and the hood to protect his shaven head, were 
first adopted in the thirteenth century at the University 
of Cambridge.
Academic costume came to America in 1754 with the 
founding of King’s College, now Columbia University. 
Styles became quite varied, as they were in Europe, 
but in 1895 a group of American college and university 
representatives met to establish a uniform system 
of academic apparel for this country. This led to the 
establishment in 1902 of an “Intercollegiate Code of 
Academic Costume.” The American Council on Education 
formed a committee in 1932 to review the 1895 code, and 
it was again reviewed and revised in 1959.
Gown, cap and hood
All candidates for degrees and those who hold degrees, 
including university officials, faculty and visiting 
dignitaries, are attired in traditional cap and gown. 
Recipients of the associate degree and the bachelor’s 
degree wear black gowns and caps, and recipients of 
master’s, specialist and doctoral degrees wear black gowns 
and caps with hoods of various colors.
Bachelors’ gowns have pointed sleeves; masters’ gowns 
have long closed sleeves with slits at the elbow for the 
arms; the doctors’ gowns have wide, round open sleeves. 
Doctoral gowns are faced with panels of velvet down the 
front and three bars of velvet across each sleeve.
The mortar board is the headpiece most often worn 
at American universities for formal occasions. It is 
appropriately worn with the board flat on the top of the 
head. Degree candidates wear the tassel falling from the 
right quarter of the board, while graduates wear the tassel 
on the left. The tassel may be black or the color of the 
scholarly field of the degree held, with the short gold tassel 
reserved for those holding doctoral degrees.
It is the hood which adds meaning and dimension to the 
academic costume. Changed little since medieval times, 
the hood is worn falling from the shoulders down the back 
of the gown in a display of vivid color.  The hood is edged 
in velvet which by its color denotes the academic discipline 
in which the wearer’s degree was earned, and it is lined in 
two colors of silk which represent the college or university 
from which the degree was earned. Hence, the Western 
Kentucky University hood contains one white chevron 
on a field of bright red and is edged with the appropriate 
discipline color. 
The following is a partial list of colors adopted by the 
American Council on Education that represent the various 
academic disciplines: 
Agriculture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Maize 
Arts, Letters and Humanities  . . . . . . . . . . . . . White 
Commerce, Accounting and Business  . . . . . . . Drab 
Communications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gold 
Criminology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Golden Yellow 
Economics  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Copper 
Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Light Blue 
Engineering  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Orange 
Fine Arts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brown 
Journalism  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Crimson 
Library Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lemon 
Music. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pink 
Nursing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Apricot 
Philosophy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dark Blue 
Physical Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sage Green 
Public Administration . . . . . . . . . . . . . Peacock Blue 
Public Health . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Salmon Pink 
Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Golden Yellow 
Social Work  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Citron 
Sociology  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . White 
Theology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Scarlet
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version of the Seal, which was approved by President Paul 
Garrett and first used in 1948. It was altered in 1966 to 
include the appropriate wording when university status 
was attained.
The president’s Medallion
Medallions, as worn in higher education, represent the 
evolution of a practice arising in the Middle Ages and 
the very early beginnings of universities in the Western 
World. The Medallion identifies the wearer as the 
designated leader of the university. Representing both the 
authority and the responsibility of the person who wears 
it, the Medallion is worn by the president of the university 
at formal academic occasions. The face of the sterling 
silver medallion is a replica of the seal of the university.
Gonfalons
Another symbol used in commencement ceremonies is 
the academic banner, or gonfalon. A gonfalon is a flag 
or banner that hangs from a crosspiece or frame and 
originated in the medieval states of Italy as an ensign of 
state or office.
Gonfalons are used in the commencement ceremony to 
designate the university’s various colleges and academic 
units. The university seal is prominently displayed on 
each gonfalon.
The Mace
Originally used as a weapon during the Middle 
Ages,  a  mace was carr ied to protect  a  ruler . 
Eventually this scepter-like instrument became an 
emblem of authority and became popular for ceremonial 
purposes. Maces are now carried at the beginning of 
academic processions at many universities throughout 
the world, representing each institution’s authority to 
confer degrees. 
Western Kentucky University’s Mace contains several 
elements that are symbolic of WKU’s history. Hand-
carved from Kentucky cherry, the top portion of the 
Mace is a representation of the lantern on the dome 
of Cherry Hall and is a tribute to our founder, Dr. 
Henry Hardin Cherry. The University Seal contains 
the University’s motto, and carved bands around the 
shaft include significant dates in the evolution of the 
institution. Gems embedded in the lower portion of the 
Mace represent the colors of the academic disciplines 
offered by the University. The round ball at the base is 
symbolic of WKU’s alumni around the globe.
The Mace, carried by the University’s most senior faculty 
member, was dedicated to the University on May 7, 1998 
during the Inaugural Week activities for President Gary 
A. Ransdell. It was designed by John Warren Oakes and 
was crafted by Terry Leeper and Frank Pittman.
The university Seal
The University Seal features our treasured motto “The 
Spirit Makes the Master” and our ideal defined by Dr. 
Henry Hardin Cherry as “Life, More Life.” First adopted by 
Dr. Cherry in 1911, the Seal has evolved as the institution 
grew to university status. WKU’s President Emeritus, Dr. 
Kelly Thompson, gave leadership to designing the present 
8 Two Thousand Eighteen Spring Commencement
2018 Faculty Awards
The University annually recognizes outstanding contributions by faculty members in the areas of Teaching, Research/
Creativity, Public Service and Student Advisement. The following faculty members have been selected by each of the 
colleges for awards this year. We are pleased to honor these distinguished faculty.
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION AND BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES
Award for Teaching Dr. Kimberlee Everson Educational Administration,   
   Leadership, and Research 
Award for Research/Creativity Dr. Xiaoxia S. Huang School of Teacher Education 
Award for Public Service Dr. Rebecca Stobaugh School of Teacher Education 
Award for Student Advisement Dr. Monica Burke Counseling and Student Affairs
COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
Award for Teaching Dr. Darbi Haynes-Lawrence Applied Human Sciences 
Award for Research/Creativity Dr. Jason Crandall School of Kinesiology, Recreation, 
   and Sport 
Award for Public Service Dr. Brad Stinnett School of Kinesiology, Recreation, 
   and Sport 
Award for Student Advisement Dr. Larry Owens Social Work
GORDON FORD COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Award for Teaching Dr. Stephen Locke Economics 
Award for Research/Creativity Dr. Leyla Zhuhadar Information Systems 
Award for Public Service Dr. Shane Spiller Management 
Award for Student Advisement Dr. Kirk Atkinson Information Systems
OGDEN COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING
Award for Teaching Dr. Reagan Brown Psychological Sciences 
Award for Research/Creativity Dr. Noah Ashley Biology 
Award for Public Service Dr. Josh Durkee Geography and Geology 
Award for Student Advisement Dr. Thomas Kingery Agriculture 
Part-Time Teaching Award Mr. Kyle Moss School of Engineering and  
     Applied Sciences
POTTER COLLEGE OF ARTS & LETTERS
Award for Teaching Dr. Ching-Yi Lin Music 
Award for Research/Creativity Mr. Joon Sung Art 
Award for Public Service Mr. Tim Straubel Modern Languages 
Award for Student Advisement Dr. Ke Peng Modern Languages 
Part-Time Teaching Award Dr. Jessica Furgerson Communication
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
Award for Teaching Dr. Leila Watkins Honors Academy 
Award for Research/Creativity Dr. Cheryl Hopson Diversity & Community Studies 
Award for Public Service Ms. Janice Brockman School of University Studies 
Award for Student Advisement Mr. Lee Emanuel School of University Studies 
Part-Time Teaching Award Mr. Carlous Yates School of University Studies
UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES
Award for Research/Creativity Mr. Larry Sean Kinder Library Public Services 
Award for Public Service Ms. Carol Watwood Library Public Services
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Recognition of Academic Achievement
U n d e r g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  w h o  m a i n t a i n  outstanding scholastic achievement are  recognized at commencement according to 
the following designations and are indicated in this 
commencement program with the respective symbols. 
Determination of the honor status was based upon the 
academic record in existence at the beginning of the 
2017 spring semester. The final determination of those 
who actually receive this recognition is made at the 
conclusion of the term in which degree requirements 
are met.
Degree candidates who are potential honors recipients 
wear red and white honor cords during the commencement 
ceremony. Further recognition of those who actually 
receive this recognition is made on the diploma and 
transcript at the conclusion of the term in which all degree 
requirements are met.
With Distinction - The honor given to students who have 
completed their associate degrees with cumulative overall 
and cumulative WKU grade point averages of 3.40 - 3.69 
and a minimum of 27 semester hours earned in residence 
(+).
With High Distinction - The honor given to students who 
have completed their associate degrees with cumulative 
overall and cumulative WKU grade point averages of 
3.70 - 4.00 and a minimum of 27 semester hours earned 
in residence (++).
Cum Laude - The honor given to students who have 
completed their baccalaureate studies with cumulative 
overall and cumulative WKU grade point averages of 
3.40 - 3.59 and a minimum of 45 semester hours earned 
in residence (*).
Magna Cum Laude - The honor given to students who have 
completed their baccalaureate studies with cumulative 
overall and cumulative WKU grade point averages of 
3.60 - 3.79 and a minimum of 45 semester hours earned 
in residence (**).
Summa Cum Laude - The honor given to students 
who have completed their baccalaureate studies with 
cumulative overall and cumulative WKU grade point 
averages of 3.80 - 4.00 and a minimum of 45 semester 
hours earned in residence (***).
Honors College Graduates – The Mahurin Honors College 
requires students to complete a unique set of enhanced 
coursework while maintaining at least a 3.2 grade point 
average. Students completing a minimum of 33 semester 
hours and a Capstone Experience/Thesis Project are 
designated “Honors College Graduates,” those completing 
33 hours are designated “Honors Program Graduates,” 
and those completing 18 hours in their discipline are 
designated “Honors in the Major Graduates.” Students 
at all three designations are authorized to wear a gold 
medallion during the ceremony and are designated by 
the () symbol in the commencement program.
The Scholar of the College is the baccalaureate degree 
student in each undergraduate college with the highest 
cumulative overall grade point average and a minimum 
of 60 semester hours earned in residence.
The Ogden Foundation Scholar Award is presented to 
one graduating baccalaureate degree senior who has 
demonstrated exceptional academic achievement and 
outstanding university and civic engagement. The student 
with the highest grade point average in each college who 
earned at least 60 hours in residence was invited to apply 
for the award. The recipient will receive a plaque and a 
monetary award. The recipient is designated by (u).
G raduate faculty in each college nominate  a n d  s e l e c t  a n  O u s t a n d i n g  G r a d u a t e  Student representing each of the six academic 
colleges. The recipient in each college is designated by ().
The John D. Minton Graduate Student Award for 
Outstanding Contributions to WKU recognizes a 
graduate student who has demonstrated an extension 
and application of discipline knowledge within and 
beyond the University. This award reflects the broader 
dimensions of scholarship as outlined by Ernest Boyer: 
discovery, integration, application, and teaching. John D. 
Minton demonstrated outstanding scholarship by serving 
as a WKU Professor of History, the first Graduate Dean, 
Vice President, and President. The recipient is designated 
by ().
10 Two Thousand Eighteen Spring Commencement
The following list of candidates for graduation was prepared before final grades were reported, and inclusion herein 
does not constitute evidence of graduation. The listing of a name in this program should not be construed as an 
indication that the person will in fact receive a degree from Western Kentucky University at this commencement. 
Conversely, the absence of a student’s name from this list does not necessarily mean that the person will not be 
awarded a degree. The students whose names appear below made formal application for graduation by the date 
specified in the Academic Calendar.
Order of Exercises 
May 12, 2018 
8:00 a.m. | E.A. Diddle Arena
College of Health and Human Services
Dean Neale R. Chumbler, Presiding
Grand March 
Platform Party, Faculty, and Graduates
National Anthem
Welcome 
Dr. Neale Chumbler, Dean
Recognition of Faculty 
Dr. Danita Kelley, Associate Dean
Recognition of Honor Graduates 
Dr. David Lee, Provost and  
Vice President for Academic Affairs
Student Remarks 
Ms. Teresa L. Wiczynski, Outstanding Graduate Student
Hooding and Presentation of Doctoral Degree Recipients 
Presentation of Master's Degree Recipients 
Presentation of Bachelor's and  
Associate's Degree Recipients 
School Directors, Department Heads, Faculty, and  
Dr. Neale Chumbler, Dean
Recessional 
Platform Party and Graduates











CHHS Chief Diversity Officer 
Kimberly Green
Department Heads & School Directors
Allied Health 
Terry Dean
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Sana M. Ali 
Project: Self-Reported Health Status and Dietary Practices:  
 A Cross Sectional Study of Asian Indians in the 
 Southeastern United States 
Project Chair: Dr. Eve Main
Brittney Belcher 
Project: Nurse Practitioners' Knowledge, Attitudes, and  
 Practices Towards Post-Stroke Depression Screening: A  
 Pilot Study 
Project Chair: Dr. Tonya Bragg-Underwood
Jessica L. Blagys 
Project: The Effects of a Yoga Program on Anxiety and  
 Self-Efficacy in Adults with Addiction 
Project Chair: Dr. Dawn Wright
Emilee Burton 
Project: Effects of an Educational Intervention on 
 Chlorhexidine Adherence in Patients Admitted to a Bone 
 Marrow Transplant Unit 
Project Chair: Dr. M. Laurie Branstetter
Ginger Lee Conn 
Project: Type 2 Diabetes Risk Reduction: A Text Messaging 
 Intervention 
Project Chair: Dr. M. Laurie Branstetter
Lenora Frances DeBord 
Project: Working Nursing Students Willing to Seek Mental 
 Health Care 
Project Chair: Dr. M. Laurie Branstetter
Courtney Nicole Fazel 
Project: Perceptions of Electronic Cigarettes Among Adults 
 in Bingo Halls 
Project Chair: Dr. M. Laurie Branstetter
Victoria D. Harper 
Project: Health Care Workers Knowledge and Practice  
 Regarding Tuberculosis 
Project Chair: Dr. Eve Main
Sherelen Hodges 
Project: Practice, Attitudes, and Knowledge Related to  
 Sunning in College-Age Women 
Project Chair: Dr. Eve Main
Melissa A. Marguet 
Project: The Effect of a Teamwork Intervention on Staff  
 Perception of Teamwork and Patient Care on a Medical 
 Surgical Unit 
Project Chair: Dr. Veletta Ogaz
Meghan E. McKinley 
Project: Breastfeeding Self-Efficacy Among Primapara  
 Mothers: A Text-Message Approach 
Project Chair: Dr. Eve Main
Lydia Elizabeth McQuinn 
Project: Malignant Hyperthermia Simulation Effect on  
 Perioperative Nurses' Knowledge 
Project Chair: Dr. Veletta Ogaz
DOCTOR OF NURSING PRACTICE
Lindsay B. Medley 
Project: Colorectal Cancer Screening Education in  
 Faith-Based Communities 
Project Chair: Dr. Lynette Smith
Tyler Miller 
Project: Pain Management in Adult Burn Patients: A Quality 
 Improvement Project 
Project Chair: Dr. Eve Main
Bennett Speck 
Project: Childhood Diabetes Knowledge in Non-Medical  
 School Personnel: An Educational Intervention 
Project Chair: Dr. Eve Main
Jennifer Tyree 
Project: Perioperative Nursing Education: Effects on Nursing 
 Students Knowledge and Interest Levels 
Project Chair: Dr. Veletta Ogaz
Mallory Welborn 
Project: Implementation of an Educational Intervention in 
 Primary Care to Improve Depression Screening 
Project Chair: Dr. Lynette Smith
Diana Hughes Wooden 
Project: APRN Knowledge, Attitudes, and Practices Related  
 to Gestational Diabetes Care in a Southern State 
Project Chair: Dr. M. Laurie Branstetter
DOCTOR OF PHYSICAL THERAPY
Lauren Nicole Badstibner 
Project: Assessing Gross Motor Skills in Young Children  
 with Intellectual Impairment Participating in the Young  
 Athletes Program: A Prospective Case Study 
Project Advisor: Dr. Karen Furgal
William Isaac Buck 
Project: The Effects of Static and Dynamic Warm-Ups on  
 Functional Performance in Older Adults 
Project Advisor: Dr. Harvey Wallmann
Emily Marie Burke 
Project: Limb Dominance and Symmetry During Functional  
 Performance Tests 
Project Advisor: Dr. Beth Norris
Allison Blair Chumbley 
Project: The Effects of Orthotics and Whole Body Vibration  
 on Gait, Balance, and Gross Motor Function in Children  
 with Down Syndrome 
Project Advisor: Dr. Sonia Young
Morgen Brittany Clayton 
Project: The Effects of Orthotics and Whole Body Vibration  
 on Gait, Balance, and Gross Motor Function in Children  
 with Down Syndrome 
Project Advisor: Dr. Sonia Young
12 Two Thousand Eighteen Spring Commencement
Taylor Walden Parker 
Project: Assessing Gross Motor Skills in Young Children  
 with Intellectual Impairment Participating in the Young  
 Athletes Program: A Prospective Case Study 
Project Advisor: Dr. Karen Furgal
Brittany Dawn Renfrow 
Project: Acute Effects of a Yoga Based Warmup Compared  
 to a Traditional Dynamic Warmup on Measures of  
 Athletic Performance 
Project Advisor: Dr. Beth Norris
Fikret Sabic 
Project: Bosnians in the Bluegrass State: Development  
 of a Survey to Assess Physical Activity in an Immigrant  
 Population 
Project Advisor: Dr. Karen Furgal
Kevin Siu 
Project: Bosnians in the Bluegrass State: Development  
 of a Survey to Assess Physical Activity in an Immigrant  
 Population 
Project Advisor: Dr. Karen Furgal
Taylor V. Sydnor 
Project: Limb Dominance and Symmetry During Functional  
 Performance Tests 
Project Advisor: Dr. Beth Norris
Milo Tarighi 
Project: Bosnians in the Bluegrass State: Development  
 of a Survey to Assess Physical Activity in an Immigrant  
 Population 
Project Advisor: Dr. Karen Furgal
Mitchell Turner 
Project: Limb Dominance and Symmetry During Functional  
 Performance Tests 
Project Advisor: Dr. Beth Norris
Natalie Smith VanArsdall 
Project: The Effects of Orthotics and Whole Body Vibration  
 on Gait, Balance, and Gross Motor Function in Children  
 with Down Syndrome 
Project Advisor: Dr. Sonia Young
Wesley Walden 
Project: The Effects of Static and Dynamic Warm-Ups on  
 Functional Performance in Older Adults 
Project Advisor: Dr. Harvey Wallmann
Chelsea Watson 
Project: The Effects of Orthotics and Whole Body Vibration  
 on Gait, Balance, and Gross Motor Function in Children  
 with Down Syndrome 
Project Advisor: Dr. Sonia Young
Wade T. Weatherholt 
Project: The Effects of Static and Dynamic Warm-Ups on  
 Functional Performance in Older Adults 
Project Advisor: Dr. Harvey Wallmann
Tate Paxton Downing 
Project: The Effects of Orthotics and Whole Body Vibration  
 on Gait, Balance, and Gross Motor Function in Children  
 with Down Syndrome 
Project Advisor: Dr. Sonia Young
Robert W. Fuller 
Project: Doctor of Physical Therapy Student Debt: Amount,  
 Impact, and Personal Financial Education to Address 
this   Mounting Problem 
Project Advisor: Dr. Kurt Neelly
Melissa Goldberg 
Project: A Systematic Review Examining the Exercise  
 Parameters Required to Induce the Repeated Bout Effect:  
 Implications for Acute Care Physical Therapists 
Project Advisor: Dr. Ray VanWye
Anna Elizabeth Green 
Project: A Systematic Review Examining the Exercise  
 Parameters Required to Induce the Repeated Bout Effect:  
 Implications for Acute Care Physical Therapists 
Project Advisor: Dr. Ray VanWye
Timothy J. Harrold II 
Project: A Systematic Review Examining the Exercise  
 Parameters Required to Induce the Repeated Bout Effect:  
 Implications for Acute Care Physical Therapists 
Project Advisor: Dr. Ray VanWye
Clinton Taylor Hartig 
Project: Acute Effects of a Yoga Based Warmup Compared  
 to a Traditional Dynamic Warmup on Measures of  
 Athletic Performance 
Project Advisor: Dr. Beth Norris
Ben D. Jones 
Project: Acute Effects of a Yoga Based Warmup Compared  
 to a Traditional Dynamic Warmup on Measures of  
 Athletic Performance 
Project Advisor: Dr. Beth Norris
Karilyn Marie Kitzinger 
Project: Assessing Gross Motor Skills in Young Children  
 with Intellectual Impairment Participating in the Young  
 Athletes Program: A Prospective Case Study 
Project Advisor: Dr. Karen Furgal
Carey Michael Laurent 
Project: The Effects of Static and Dynamic Warm-Ups on  
 Functional Performance in Older Adults 
Project Advisor: Dr. Harvey Wallmann
Ryne McMullen 
Project: The Effects of Static and Dynamic Warm-Ups on  
 Functional Performance in Older Adults 
Project Advisor: Dr. Harvey Wallmann
Michael Clark Newton 
Project: Limb Dominance and Symmetry During Functional  
 Performance Tests 
Project Advisor: Dr. Beth Norris
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14 Two Thousand Eighteen Spring Commencement
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The following list of candidates for graduation was prepared before final grades were reported, and inclusion herein 
does not constitute evidence of graduation. The listing of a name in this program should not be construed as an 
indication that the person will in fact receive a degree from Western Kentucky University at this commencement. 
Conversely, the absence of a student’s name from this list does not necessarily mean that the person will not be 
awarded a degree. The students whose names appear below made formal application for graduation by the date 
specified in the Academic Calendar.
Order of Exercises 
May 12, 2018 
10:00 a.m. | E.A. Diddle Arena
University College
Dean Dennis George, Presiding
Grand March 










Recognition of Outstanding Graduate Student,  
Scholars, and Honor Graduates
Ogden Foundation Scholar Remarks 
Lillian Nellans
Recognition of Graduates 
Remarks by the Dean
Recessional 
Platform Party, Faculty, and Graduates
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Huda S. Al Harthi










John S. Brough, II
















































































































































































































Timothy C. Wilson, Jr.
Hunter L. Zuccarell++
20 Two Thousand Eighteen Spring Commencement
The following list of candidates for graduation was prepared before final grades were reported, and inclusion herein 
does not constitute evidence of graduation. The listing of a name in this program should not be construed as an 
indication that the person will in fact receive a degree from Western Kentucky University at this commencement. 
Conversely, the absence of a student’s name from this list does not necessarily mean that the person will not be 
awarded a degree. The students whose names appear below made formal application for graduation by the date 
specified in the Academic Calendar.
Order of Exercises 
May 12, 2018 
12:00 p.m. | E.A. Diddle Arena
Ogden College of Science and Engineering
Dean Cheryl Stevens, Presiding
Grand March 
Platform Party, Faculty, and Graduates
National Anthem
Welcome 
Dr. Cheryl Stevens, Dean
Ogden Student Remarks
Recognition of Honor Graduates 
Recognition of Faculty 
Presentation of Candidates for Degrees 
Dr. Cheryl Stevens, Dean
Presentation of Ceremonial Diplomas 
Dr. Cheryl Stevens, Dean
Recessional 
Platform Party, Faculty, and Graduates



















Engineering and  
Applied Sciences 
Stacy Wilson




































































































































































































































































































































































































































Dana J. Biechele Speziale***

































































Haidar A. Al Shahab




















































































































Kerry D. Jones, II*
Daniel A. McPherson*
Jarod M. Mills









Vocational - Industrial 




24 Two Thousand Eighteen Spring Commencement
The following list of candidates for graduation was prepared before final grades were reported, and inclusion herein 
does not constitute evidence of graduation. The listing of a name in this program should not be construed as an 
indication that the person will in fact receive a degree from Western Kentucky University at this commencement. 
Conversely, the absence of a student’s name from this list does not necessarily mean that the person will not be 
awarded a degree. The students whose names appear below made formal application for graduation by the date 
specified in the Academic Calendar.
Order of Exercises 
May 12, 2018 
2:00 p.m. | E.A. Diddle Arena
College of Education and Behavioral Sciences
Dean Sam Evans, Presiding
Grand March 
Dr. Marshall Scott, WKU Faculty Brass Quintet 
Platform Party, Faculty, and Graduates
Presentation of Colors 
WKU Army ROTC Color Guard
National Anthem 
Dr. Marshall Scott, WKU Faculty Brass Quintet
Welcome 
Sam Evans, Dean
Presentation of Graduates 
Dr. David D. Lee, Provost and  
Vice President for Academic Affairs





Dr. Marshall Scott, WKU Faculty Brass Quintet 
Platform Party, Faculty, and Graduates








Department Heads & School Directors
Teacher Education 
Sylvia Dietrich











Leadership, and Research 
Marguerita DeSander
  Western Kentucky University 25 
DOCTOR OF EDUCATION
Angela Ash 
Dissertation: Joint-Admissions Explored: Determining  
 the Existence of a Transfer-Affirming Culture Between  
 Owensboro Community and Technical College and  
 Western Kentucky University - Owensboro 
Dissertation Chair: Dr. Kristin Wilson
Brian D. Brausch 
Dissertation: The Relationship Between Financial Literacy,  
 Financial Status, and Academic Success in College  
 Students 
Dissertation Chair: Dr. Barbara G. Burch
Sidney Glenn Carthell, Sr. 
Dissertation: African-American College and University 
 Presidents' Perception of Effective Leadership Attributes 
Dissertation Chair: Dr. Randall Capps
Colette Anderson Chelf 
Dissertation: A Critical Discourse Analysis of Higher 
 Education Leaders as Portrayed in The Chronicle of  
 Higher Education  
Dissertation Chair: Dr. Kristin Wilson
Yang Liu 
Dissertation: Acquisition of Word Spellings and Meanings 
 During Reading in Nonnative Chinese Speakers  
Dissertation Chair: Dr. Tony Norman
Trudy-Ann Crossbourne Richards 
Dissertation: Do Faculty In-Class Incivility Behaviors  
 Predict Type of Out-of-Class Interactions Between  
 Faculty and Students?  
Dissertation Chair: Dr. Kristin Wilson
Stephanie M. Riehn 
Dissertation: Effectiveness of Autism Education in 
 Accredited Hygiene Programs  
Dissertation Chair: Dr. Antony Norman
DOCTOR OF PSYCHOLOGY
Regina M. Guthrie 
Dissertation: Effectiveness of Repeated Reading and Error  
 Correction Strategies on the Reading Fluency Skills of  
 Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder 
Dissertation Chair: Dr. Sam Kim
Crystal T. Henson 
Dissertation: The Role of Self-Care as it Pertains to 
 Burnout, Compassion Fatigue, and Compassion  
 Satisfaction Among Suicide Prevention Crisis Hotline  
 Workers 
Dissertation Chair: Dr. Frederick Grieve
Brittany Morgan-Jennifer Marshall 
Dissertation: The Effect of Embedding the Restricted  
 Interests of Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder in  
 Text on Reading Comprehension 
 Dissertation Chair: Dr. Carl Myers
Anissa Syreen Pugh 
Dissertation: Client Perception of the Utilization of  
 Mindfulness Activities in Therapy 
Dissertation Chair: Dr. Frederick Grieve
Eugene Smith 
Dissertation: Winning On and Off The Court: An  
 Interpretive Case Study of a Leader's Effectual Power and  
 Influence 
Dissertation Chair: Dr. Randall Capps
Stephan Walters 
Dissertation: Emotional Intelligence and Leader  
 Development: Measuring Trait Emotional Intelligence  
 Scores of Mid-Career Commissioned U.S. Army Officers 
Dissertation Chair: Dr. Randall Capps







































































































 Jettie P. Payne





























Jennifer E. Van Meter
































































































































































































































Middle Level Education 



































28 Two Thousand Eighteen Spring Commencement
The following list of candidates for graduation was prepared before final grades were reported, and inclusion herein 
does not constitute evidence of graduation. The listing of a name in this program should not be construed as an 
indication that the person will in fact receive a degree from Western Kentucky University at this commencement. 
Conversely, the absence of a student’s name from this list does not necessarily mean that the person will not be 
awarded a degree. The students whose names appear below made formal application for graduation by the date 
specified in the Academic Calendar.
Order of Exercises 
May 12, 2018 
4:00 p.m. | E.A. Diddle Arena
Potter College of Arts and Letters
Dean Lawrence Snyder, Presiding
Grand March 
Platform Party, Faculty, and Graduates
Welcome 
Dr. Lawrence Snyder, Dean
Recognition of Faculty 
Dr. Lawrence Snyder, Dean
Presentation of Candidates for Graduate Degrees 
Presentation of Candidates for Undergraduate Degrees 
Dr. Lawrence Snyder, Dean
Closing Remarks 
Dr. Lawrence Snyder, Dean
Recessional 
Platform Party, Faculty, and Graduates



































Theatre and Dance 
David Young






































Kenneth B. Nauert, Jr.
Sociology



















MASTER OF PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION
Jerrod W. Barks
Gaines E. Brown, III
Charles S. Gillock























































































































































































Christa A. St John***
Bernadette L. Turnage*
English





























Jonathan D. Vander Molen
Marisa E. Williams
Bridget M. Yates**






































































































































































































































































32 Two Thousand Eighteen Spring Commencement
The following list of candidates for graduation was prepared before final grades were reported, and inclusion herein 
does not constitute evidence of graduation. The listing of a name in this program should not be construed as an 
indication that the person will in fact receive a degree from Western Kentucky University at this commencement. 
Conversely, the absence of a student’s name from this list does not necessarily mean that the person will not be 
awarded a degree. The students whose names appear below made formal application for graduation by the date 
specified in the Academic Calendar.
Order of Exercises 
May 12, 2018 
6:00 p.m. | E.A. Diddle Arena
Gordon Ford College of Business
Dean Jeffrey Katz, Presiding
Grand March 
Platform Party, Faculty, and Graduates
National Anthem and State Song 
Ms. Madelynne Garnett, Junior in Management
Welcome 
Dr. Jeffrey P. Katz, Dean
Student Remarks 
Ms. Adabella Nunez, Graduating Senior in Accounting
Recognition of Honor Graduates 
Dr. David Lee, Provost and Vice President 
 for Academic Affairs
Hooding of Master's Graduates 
Program Directors
Presentation of Ceremonial Diplomas 
Dr. Jeffrey P. Katz, Dean
College Heights 
Ms. Madelynne Garnett, Junior in Management
Recessional 
Platform Party, Faculty, and Graduates



























































































































































Tafadzwa Lovemore     





























































































































































Destin C. Polk Powell














































Richard C. Downs, Jr.*
Zachary M. Duvall
Kimberly J. Elkins**


















































  Western Kentucky University 35 
Order of Exercises
WKU Glasgow Graduand
Thursday, May 10 | 6:00 p.m. 
TJ Pavilion Community Room
Welcome 
Dr. David D. Lee,  
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
National Anthem 
Ms. Andrea Tanaro, Graduating Senior
Greetings from the Class of 2018 
Ms. Trista Childress, Graduating Senior
Introduction of Keynote Speaker 
Dr. David D. Lee
Keynote Speaker 
Ms. Molly Matney, Ms. Kentucky
Presentation of Awards 
Dr. David D. Lee
Recognition of Graduands 
Glasgow Campus Faculty & Staff
Closing Remarks 
Dr. David D. Lee
36 Two Thousand Eighteen Spring Commencement
Monday, May 14 | 6:00 p.m. 
Hardin County Schools Performing Arts Center
Processional of Faculty and Graduating Students
National Anthem 
Dr. Dana Sullivan, Associate Professor of Social Work
Pledge of Allegiance 
Master Sergeant Corliwoy Direny
Welcome 
Dr. Beth Laves, Associate Vice President,  
Extended Learning & Outreach (DELO)
Student Reflection 
Ms. Christina A. Cook
Conferral of Degrees and Presentation of Ceremonial Diplomas 
Dr. Beth Laves  
Dr. Scott Lyons, Dean of The Graduate School
Greetings from WKU Alumni Association 





Recessional of Platform Party and Faculty
Order of Exercises
WKU Elizabethtown - Fort Knox Ceremony
  Western Kentucky University 37 
Order of Exercises
WKU Owensboro Ceremony
Monday, May 14 | 6:30 p.m. 
RiverPark Center 





Dr. David D. Lee,  





Conferral of Degrees, Presentation of Diplomas,  
and Congratulatory Remarks 
Dr. David D. Lee
College Heights 
Mrs. Cathy Mullins
Recessional of Platform Party and Faculty 
WKU Fight Song
38 Two Thousand Eighteen Spring Commencement
The Star-Spangled Banner
 Francis Scott Key, 1814
Oh Say! can you see, by the dawn’s early light 
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming 
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, thro’ the perilous fight 
O’er the ramparts we watch’d were so gallantly streaming 
And the rocket’s red glare, the bombs bursting in air 
Gave proof thro’ the night that our flag was still there 
Oh, say, does that Star-spangled Banner yet wave 
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave
My Old Kentucky Home
 Stephen C. Foster, 1853
The sun shines bright in the old Kentucky home 
‘Tis summer the people are gay 
The corntop’s ripe and the meadow’s in the bloom 
While the birds make music all the day 
The young folks roll on the little cabin floor 
All merry, and happy and bright 
By’n by hard times come a knocking at the door 
Then my old Kentucky home, good night 
Weep no more my lady, O weep no more today 
We will sing one song for the old Kentucky home 
For the old Kentucky home far away
  Western Kentucky University 39 
College Heights
 Mary F. Bradley, 1930
Verse One 
College Heights on hilltop fair with beauty all thine own,
Lovely jewel far more rare than graces any throne.
College Heights, We hail Thee.
We shall never fail Thee.
Falter never, live forever
Hail! Hail! Hail!
Verse Two
College Heights with living soul and purpose strong and true,
Service ever is thy goal, thy Spirit ever new.
College Heights, We hail Thee.
We shall never fail Thee.
Falter never, live forever
Hail! Hail! Hail!
Verse Three
College Heights thy noble life shall e'er our pattern be,
Teaching us trhough joy and strige to love humanity.
College Heights, We hail Thee.
We shall never fail Thee.
Falter never, live forever
Hail! Hail! Hail!
40 Two Thousand Eighteen Spring Commencement
Congratulations on becoming a
Hilltopper forever!
Be more than a fan. Be a member of the WKU Alumni Association.
All WKU alumni share the deep bond of the WKU experience. The WKU Alumni Association encourages you to continue
to develop strong ties with one another and the University through an engaging mix of programs and activities.
Membership Makes It Happen!
The vitality of the Alumni Association depends on support from alumni like you. Membership is the driving force that allows the Alumni Association to 
provide the resources, programs and activities that keep the WKU family engaged with the University.
Alumni Association programs include:
In appreciation, members of the Alumni Association receive membership rewards and benefits including:
Volunteer opportunities include:
Learn more about the WKU Alumni Association and join now.  It’s an easy way to stay connected to WKU.
• Homecoming
• Topper Tailgates
• Regional Chapter Activities
• Hall of Distinguished Alumni
• Young Alumni Events
• Society of African American Alumni
• Career Connections




• Special recognition at WKU functions
• Member giveaways at Alumni Association events
• Discounts to select Alumni Association events
• Member-only e-newsletter, “TOPScoop”
• Invitations to WKU Alumni Association special 
 events and programs
• Discounts at The WKU Store, online and in-store
• Member Savings Program - Discounts at locations Nationwide
• Alumni Association membership decal
• Discounted fee for continuing education and lifelong learning 
 classes through DELO (The Division of Extended Learning and Outreach)
• Discounted annual membership fees at the Raymond B. Preston
 Health and Activities Center
• WKU Libraries borrowing privileges
• Pride in providing support that makes all the programs and services
 of the Alumni Association possible
• Plus much more!
• Alumni Association National Board of 
Directors
• Alumni Ambassador Program
• Alumni Interest Groups
• Alumni Chapters







292 Alumni Ave., Bowling Green, KY 42101
Find us on social media
WKU Alumni Association
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